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SUB J : ALGERIAN REACTION TO FRENCH ELECTION 

1. MAY 21 EL MOUDJAHID PUBLISHED PARTICULARLY WARM 
CONGRATUALTORY MESSAGE FROM BOUMEDIENE TO GISCARD 
D'ESTAING ON HIS VICTORY IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 

IN ADDITION TO RECALLING MANY LINKS BETWEEN FRANCE 
AND ALGERIA, INCLUDING IN PARTICULAR COMMON DESIRE 
TO MAINTAIN PEACE IN MEDITERRANEAN AREA, MESSAGE 
POINTDLY STATED, " WE ARE PRESUADED THAT UNDER YOUR 
HIGH DIRECTION THE INTERESTS WHICH UNITE ALGERIA 
AND FRANCE WILL ATTAIN A NEW DIMENSION IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE MEANS OF ONE SIDE, THE POTENTIAL OF THE 
OTHER AND THEIR SHARED POLITICAL WILL." 

2. ALTHOUGH ALGERIAN MEDIA HAVE CAREFULLY 
MAINTAINED NEUTRALITY DURING PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN, 
LOCAL OBSERVERS GENERALLY AGREE THAT GOA FAVORED 
ELECTION OF GISCARD D'ESTAING, NOT ONLY BECAUSE IT 
HOPED HE WOULD CONTINUE GAULLIST POLICIES VIS-A-VIS 
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MORE PRO-ISRAELI FRENCH POLICY UNDER MITTERRAND. 
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